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BRITI SH DRAGON ASSOCI ATION 

Autumn Newslette r 1979 . October, 1979 

European Champi onships - Os tend 

I crewed on a Belgi an Boat d uri ng the Champi onshi ps a nd t hor oughly enj oyed a 
hard, competitive a nd ve ry we ll run week o f racin~S . Only one thing spoi 1 t 
the experience - every t i me I went ashor e I was corner ed a nd a sked why there 
were no British boats competing By the end o 1 t he week t he excuse of the 
nearness of the meeting to ~ he Edinbur gh Cup and Gold Cup was beginning t o 
s ound rather thin - even to me! 

The or ganisers were particularly upse t as des ·, i t e a n of f icia l in vi ta ti on and 
repeated written enquiries , t he y d id not receive a singl e reply until exac tly 
one week before the first gun and t ha t was in the nega tive . 

Four of the c ount· ~. es represented had to hold e lirr:ina ting r a ces as they were 
s o well supp orted. 

Final positi ons were: -

1st E. R. FRENCH of Holland in GRIFFIOEN 
2nd ERKKI KO!' O~!EN of Finla nd in WHITE LADY 
3rd MARCUS W. GLAS of Germa ny in CHICHLI 

"THE MARKET" by a well known Dra gon Enthusiast 

A personal comment I should like t o make i :· that one sees Dragons advertised in 
Yachts & Yachting and elsewhere a t asking prices which are, quite frankly, outrage ous. 
Elderly boats in d oubtful c ondition, with little in the way of gear, sails, or 
prospects ar~ having price tags of well in excess of £1,000 . , s ometimes as much 
as -'2,000. Just because the price of a new G.R.P. Borresen is s omething over 
£10,000 it does not mea n t hat a 1947 s oftw ood McGruer with a twice broken mast and 
a rag bag of sails is wor t h ~ 1 , 800 0r e ven £1, 000. 

A boat of that descripti on would need £1,000 or more carefully spent on good 
sec ondhand gear in order t o be c ompetitive a t club level. 

For the Class t o fl ourish I feel that it is most imp ort-'1t that these ludicrous 
prices should be resisted. A surprising number of youn8er pe ople would be and 
are interested in buying boats, which can be made c ompetitive at club level f or 
much the same c ost as a new Fireba ll or Wayfarer, but can easily be frightened 
off when silly money is asked f or old boats. 

I hope that B . D.A. members selling old boats will resist the temptation t o try 
and jump on the band v~agon, they will probably e ffect a quicker sale anyway. 

NOTE: This c ontributi on has been included as it is felt that it 
c ould well make a us eful subject f or discussi on during the 
winter at the va ri ous Dragon functi ons! 

B.D.A. Annual Dinner - 1980 Phi lip Tolhurst has a dvised t hat this functi on will 
be he ld a t the Royal Thames Yacht Club on 11th 
J anuary, 198 o - Ticket pri ces will be between 
£8 a nd ~9 per head . Philip has ask ed us t o menti on 
t ha t the !Vlenu will be considerably improved on last 
year' s e ffort and is a t pres ent in seri ous negotiati on 
on the s ubject with t he R.T.Y. C. 

7INT POT AT THE BAR (Roya l Forth Yacht Club, Ju l y , 1979 . ) 

Overheard t o Howard Pi ggot a f Tasmania with the new Bri t i s h bui lt boa t -

'We' d l ove t o mee t y our measurer ol d chap, just be caus e you c ome 
fr om down under d oes t ha t a l l ow y ou t o ha ve ycur rud<J e r on 
upside down?" 



FVRTH FLEET 

The Forth has had a busy and success {~l seas on hosting both Edinburgh and 
Gold Cups under Rac e Of f ic e rs Roger Miller and Kenneth Gumley Could neither 
of them stand the pace of t wo weeks sailing we asked ourselves? 
Not only were the British Fleets well r epres ent ed at thes e occasions, but 
ther e were also a good number of European boats two sailed ty Australian 
crews and one Dragon fr om t he U.S . 
The number of entri es , which showed · that the Dragon is far from a dyi ng breed 
has renewed local enthusias m, a nd two new boats joined the fleet at the end 
of the fortnight. Robin and Lindsay Burley bought Tprmoreren from Denmark, 
now renamed SNARK . Alan ~1arshall bought WARLCRD I and is still l ook i ng for 
a new name for her. There is also an addition on the way in the shape of 
Blue Haze which has been bought by Sean MacLean, a newcomer to the class . 
This is very encouragi ng, especially for the Crews Uni on, regular crews now 
being at a premium the demands of the Union will know no bounds. 
Kenny Aougall extensively damaged CRUSADER early on in the season by gett i ng 
l ost in the fog , he replaced her however by BLUE FLAME. 
The other tragedy of the year occurred to one of our over seas visitors when 
Peter Stulken dropped a gallon bottle of whi sky , part of his cons i der ab l e 
loot from the Ed i nburgh Cup This was not only a di saster for hi m bu t a l so 
for the Irish who were left wi th nasty splinters of glass i n their tongues. 
K.L . G. managed to get through the whole season wi thout breaking a mast and 
J.G. Manuel (who?) even put .i n an appearance - bri efly . proving just what 
a cowboy he is by sailing in a stetson. 

pr esumably Hami s h McKenz i e 
MEDWA Y FLEET 

The Medway were i nvited this year to take par t i n the Benelux Champ i onshi p 
at Ostend, over two weekends in August. We sent two diffe r ent c r ews each 
wee!< cmd, and the Belgians supplied the boats . 
I am still not sure if it was supposed to be a form of three corner ed team 
rac i ng, or a three for a l l, ·but the soci al life was superb and ·I suspect we 
all crawled i !'lto l'lork very much the worse for wear on the Monday morni ngs . 
I kn0\·1 that I did. 

Fleet News 

Ted Vidler has ordered a new complete hull and deck from Borresen, which he 
will rig himself in time for next season. Ted sai d i t is ·qui te reasonab l y 
priced. Perhaps Borresen is mellowj.ng in hi s old age. 
Peter Sarant has just rejoined us in Mustang from his old base at Cowes 
Welcome back Peter. 
John Martin has now completed two races with us in the new Engli sh buil t 
St. George Dragon STORM. Good luck ! 
Ken Watson has put TARA up f or sale I hope he changes his mi nd. 
We hope that by next season our numbe r s will be swelled by the followi ng : 

J ohn Hai g in VARNA 
Roger Lankaster in BLYTH 
Owen Cracknel - the boat i s a mystery. 

John Mack 
ALDEBURGH I1lAGCNS 

Another quiet season . NeithEr FREYA nor JAVELIN f i tted out , however LOGI E, 
POLLY and GANYMEDE II made it t o Edinburgh . POLLY showed well in the 
Edinburgh Cup once or twice, LOGIE had her moments but GANYME~E I I , after . her 
disaster on the way up; entirely due t o maki ng her start on Friday 13th, spent 
most of her time getting screwed t ogether. 
Back at Aldeburgh for the Regatta we mustered 9 boats includi ng 3 f r om 
Waldringfield. When not being stupid , POLLY, driven by Michael Bunbury and 
back seat driven by Pat Gifford and GANYMEDE II Peter Wilson were cl early 
quicker than the rP.st of the fl eet. POLLY finished up with 2 firsts and a 
2nd t o GANYMEDE's 2 firsts a nd a 3rd. Only one mast was lost~ This was 
entirely due t o poor des i gn and workmanship by the spar mak- r who shall 
r emain nameless; suffi ce it t o say that the manufacturer in questi on has 
definite ly built mor e Dragon masts than anyone else . 
For next yea r we have t he Webster br others bac k, this time in ULA, rec overed 
from lyjnc; on the mud a t Mal~on, a nd we ha ve a nothe r prospec tive owner l ooking 
f or a rea s onable boat at a 8c!1s ~b : e pr ice . 
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ALDEBURGH DRAGONS (c ontinued) 

As it is hoped to run a meeting out of Harwich next season in early May, we 
are trying to get as many o f our boats as possible t o a gree to turn out. It 
should be an easy trip f or Medway, Burnham, Lowestoft, Aldeburgh and Wa ldringfie l d 
boats if the y only get out of bed in time. 

Peter Wilson 

ROYAL NORTH OJ IRELAND YACHT CUJB, CULTRA . 

Although 1979 was a very p oor year f or weather , the Dragon Class had a good 
season of keen racing . 
JOSEPHINE ·sailed by James Nix on did ve ry well in the Irish National Dragon Class 
Champi onships at Kins a le a nd then finished third in the Edinburgh Cup, being first 
British Dragon in that event . 
JOSEPHINE finished 12th in the International Gold Cup which was a good performance. 
At home Bobbie Graham in BEIXlUIN carri ed off the main points prizes and next 
year wi ll be r acing his new purcbAs e 80UWE3TER. 
PUFF's new owners settled in quickly and were always in content i on . 
We finished the seaon with a two day event at Bangor run by R.U.Y.C. This was 
won by JOSEPHINE after some ke en racing which was e;reatly enjoyed by a ll who took 
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part. 
We are looking forward t o a bumber year in 1980 with the Irish National Champion
ships and the Edinburgh Cup a t Cultra org~nised by the Royal North of Ireland 

• 

Yacht Club. 
we a r e hoping f or support f or these events from as many areas as possible . 

J E . E. Robb. 

SOLENT FLEET 

Even making allowance for the rather poor 1~eather which we had again this year, 
the number of boats which turned out to race regularly has once more been most 
disappointin5. Out of a fle e t of twenty- one boats an average of only j ust over 
~even came to the start line. This was better than last year - but only just. 
It is with great sorrow that we have to report that VULCAN sank whilst racing 
in the HD~'C Regatta on 28th June and was a t otal loss. 
A total of 42 races were sta;:oted dur i ng the season, even though no racing took 
place for two weekends after Cowes Week. 
The Royal Singapore Ya.cht Club Cha llenge Trop;,y for Dragons taking part in the 
ISC Round the Island RaC'e wa.> won by FANFARE, by under a minute afte r 12 hours 
sailing. All the five Dragons t a king pa rt in the race f inished within five 
minutes. 'Jhe sum of the a ges of :t<'ANFARE 's crew for this race was 198! 
The S.C.R.A. Medal Kas vr cn convinci.ng ly by JERBOA !I after a very successful 
Cowes Week. Neve rtheless, tl-Je Ganyme de Bowl f or the Cowes Week points series 
was won by SANDPIPER. KALI, l ast year's winner, was third. It was of great 
interest t o have STORM raci~g wlth us . She did not have an outstanding ly good 
week - during ~1hich she broke adrift in a gale and went ashor e - but most people 
concluded that, with a few adjustments here and there, she will in t ime be fast 
enough to compete with the to~ of the fl e et . We look f orward to seeing her 
again when the teething t .r oubles have beeq ironed out. 
The Class Championship was won by FP.NFARE with an average of 3.33 points from 
JERBOA I! 1-li th 5 . 28 points . 
ASTERISK was conspi cuous by her atsence for the latter part of the season. It 
was rumoured that Peter was too busy baby-sitting. 

Peter Henson. 

Pint P ot at the Ba r 

The Irish threatening reprisa ls on the Sco ts beca use their Fleet e ntry f or the 
Ci tron Trophy wa s thrown out, they had one b oat f r om Kinsa il, one fr om the 
Roya l St. Ge orge a nd one fr om the Roya l North o f Ire l a nd , first time there's 
be en a uni ted Irela nd f or yea r s . 



19~J EDINBURGH CUP - Cultra, C0 . Down . 

' .. 

Provis i onal details are no1~ availatle i r cm the or ganisers , Roya l North of Ireland, 
Yacht Club. 

The event will be sailed on Belfast Lough, which is free fr om fast flowing or 
c omplex tides and is considered one ol the best and lairest racing areas in the 
British Isles 

The event will be held ?3rd - "8th .June , prececded by the Irish Nati onal 
Championships - 19th-21st June, the latter teing with tw o races per day 
over shortened Ol ympic Courses and is open t o all visitors . 

Transport is available between Liverpool and Belfast at £3.26 per f oot each way, 
Cairnryan and Larne at £? .34 per f oot (boat) and i 2 .C9 per i oot (vehic le) and a 
special British Rail Ferries Edinbur r,h Cup rate of £105 return plus £7.00 per 
passenger return. All prices subject t o VAT. 

Special note should be made that none of the routes suggested involve travelling 
through Belfast. 

1980 Gnld Cup Holland. • Roger Dawe and David Dann of the Mcdway Fleet have both offered to or ganise gr oup 
crossings for this event. Any member planning t o compete i n the Gold Cup is requested 
to contact either cf the member ment i oned at the earliest oppo rtunity in order 
that the most advantage ous terms can b2 obtained. 

Roger Dawe, 
Rats Castle, 
Pinden, 
Longfield, 
Dart ford , Kent 

Davis Dann, 
Cuppes House, 
Bells Lane, 
Hoo St Werburgh, 
Rochester, Kent. 

WANTEV: A ~ood timber Drag on with a reasonable record by: 

FOR SALE 

TARA D/K393 

rean-Noel CAPART 
)?) Av. Brugmann, 
ll8C Brussels, 
Bels ium Phone: C?/344 4072 

1963 Borresen, Musto spinnaker 1979, North(UK) 1977 set, North(UK) 
1975 set , plus two other suits, runner winches, chute, 
Rachmann spars . £3,~co Fhome: East Grinstead 22340 

TAMSIN D/K 221 1949 McGruer, splined, new trans om, kell bolts X-rayed, new 
chainplates, wood mast , metal boom,anchor,warps, paddle, 
two mains, two genoas and one spinnaker. £1,200. 

C ont~ ct: Ted VIDLER, Medway 250760 or write t o 
16 Hoc Common , Chattenden, 
RochestEr, Kent. 
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MESTENGO D/K 404 BrHes 1963. Pr octor spars, 79 Musto Main and Genoa , 78 Musto 
spinnaker, !Jl u.s na ny other sails. Runner winches , chute -
varnished hull. 4 wheel close couple trailer- cpmplete outfit 
easily t owed by ?~litre car. S4,5CC. Contact : J ohn Reeves on 
r~aidst one 54677 (day) or Maidstone 64344 (evenings). 

:U/K 91 and D/K '!5, both 1947 McGruer s f or further details contact Peter Wils on 
onAldeburgh ?019 
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